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Introduction to windows 

What is Windows? 

Microsoft Windows is an operating system that is used to display icons and other images, that makes 

computers easy to use. 

Desktop 

After you have started the computer, the area you are looking at is called the desktop. The desktop is 

usually different from one computer to another. This is because some items get added as new programs 

are installed on a computer, and other items get deleted at will.  

The Desktop offers many features that make using your computer easier. You can easily start programs 

or applications, copy and move files from one place to another and drag and drop files and program 

where you want them on the computer or even on to a program's icon. 

The Microsoft Windows desktop is made of various parts. From the upper left to the lower left side of the 

screen, there are small pictures or images called icons. Each one is used to make the computer do 

something. Here is an example: 
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On the left side of the taskbar, there is an object labeled Start or. The appearance of this object 

depends on the type of Windows you are using but it plays the same role.  

On the right side of Start, there is a wide area that is empty when the computer starts. This is 

actually referred to as the taskbar. As you keep using the computer, this area would be filled with 

some objects. In some versions (Windows 95, 98, Windows Server 2003), the color of the 

taskbar may be gray (or Silver). In some other versions (Windows Millennium), the taskbar may 

be yellowish. In Windows XP, it may be blue.  

On the far-right side of the taskbar is a section called the tray area. One of the things that this area 

displays is the current time (as set on your computer). 
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